                                      

Dear Parents,

Welcome back. I hope you all had a great summer holiday.  The children have already settled in really well and are being introduced to their new class routines.

· Punctuality

Every morning the children will have an activity to complete to help them with their spelling and vocabulary or maths problem solving.  This is also a time when individual learning tasks take place to help children who may be struggling with some aspects of their learning.  Therefore please try to make sure they are on time for morning registration so they can begin their learning as soon as they arrive. We will continue to collect the children from the front playground at 8.45 am so they can be ready to start their promptly.
· Absences

Please remember to inform the school if your child is absent from school by ringing the office.

· Dates for your diary

Parent consultations – Tuesday 23rd October morning and evening appointments
Class Worship – Wednesday 14th November at 9:15am
· Reading
Please hear your child read at least three times a week and remember to comment in the reading records. Encourage the children to write comments too if they wish.  The children can change their books as often as they like but please check they understand what they are reading and can retell the story in the correct order. Take the time to talk to your child about the meaning of words and alternative words that could be used.  Discuss the characters and the setting and check that they have understood what they have read by asking questions.  They have been given a colour coded basket to choose books from. Please hand in reading records every Friday but make sure it is at school daily. 

· Phonics/Spellings/Basic skills
Children will have three basic skills lessons every week which will be focussed on spelling, grammar and punctuation. Spellings will be sent home on Tuesdays and spelling tests will take place the following Tuesday.  Children will separate into two groups for this part of their learning.
· Learn-Its and Maths
The children will bring home a yellow notebook with Learn-Its in. They will be given timed tasks to help them learn their times tables both in and out of order.  This term the focus for Year 3 will be learning their 3 times table and for Year 4 it will be learning their 6,7,& 9 times tables.   The children will have three Big Maths / CLIC sessions per week focussing on Counting, Learn Its, It’s Nothing New and Calculations.  Again the children will split into year groups for this work.
· Homework
Homework will be given in a variety of ways, sometimes recorded, sometimes verbal to encourage their communication skills and sometimes they may be given a project to work on. Please remind children to hand in their homework on a Wednesday in the blue box labelled homework at the front of the classroom.  I will hand out new homework on a Friday.
· PE Kits and Uniforms
Please make sure that a PE kit is in school every day. The timetables will change, especially when we begin a new half term, as we have different coaches working with the children who can’t all fit in with the same timetable.  The children will need warmer PE clothes and outside sports shoes as we do try to get outside as often as possible. Please make sure everything is named. Swimming will be taking place for Brazil Class during the Spring Term. This half term PE will be on Mondays and Tuesdays. 
· After school clubs
There are a range of clubs throughout the year.  This year there will be rugby, gymnastics and NUFC (please note that this will not always have a football theme) running throughout the year as well as additional clubs which will be listed on the club letters. Acorns will continue to have a themed night each day of the week.  Children are able to sign up to set evenings of Acorns if they wish to participate in a non PE based club.  At the moment all sports clubs are being funded by school using the additional money we have received for P.E. from the government, however we do not receive such funding for other clubs so there will be a charge to attend Acorns / Let’s Get Cooking clubs.  Please let us know if your child is not going to attend a club so that a place can be allocated to another on the waiting list.

· Developing Independence.

The children should be responsible for taking home letters, handing them to you, changing reading books, handing in reading records and homework, putting snacks in drawers and making sure they have everything in school they need including their PE kits to name just a few examples. 
· Snacks and Drinks

Snacks can be fruit, healthy cereal bars and plain biscuits. Please avoid chocolate covered snacks and anything with nuts. Key Stage 2 children do not receive free fruit so a snack would help to stop the “hunger gremlins”. Please send in water bottles as our classroom gets very, very hot!!!  Could I take the opportunity to remind you that as a healthy school, we only allow plain water in their classroom water bottles.  Having only water in their bottles also avoids sticky spills and won’t encourage the wasps to come looking for sugary drinks.  They can change their water at the water fountain every day and we will send their bottles home on a Friday for a wash.  
· Topics / Learning Themes
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This half term the children will be learning about their class country Brazil as a geography based topic.  They will do mapping work and research, finding out about the human and physical features of the country.  They will learn about the culture, exports and famous artists.  They will cook Brazilian food and will find out why Brazil is important to everyone in the world by discussing conservation and recycling to save the rainforests.   
	Subject
	Year 3
	Year 4

	Maths
	Place Value, Addition and Subtraction
(The task / content will usually be different for each year group but the theme will be the same) 

	English
	Non fiction – Reports on Brazil
Poetry

	P.E.
	NUFC (Multi Skills)

Cramlington Rockets (Rugby)

	R.E.
	Hinduism – Festivals and Celebrations

	French
	Little Red Riding Hood

	P.S.H.E.
	New Beginnings

	Music
	Mama Mia

	Computing
	Internet Research

	Science
	Animals Including Humans

Nutrition and the Skeleton
	Animals Including Humans

Digestive System and Teeth


Thank you.
Nicola Foy
