                                      

· Punctuality

Please try to make sure you are on time. Doors open at 8.45 am. Year 1 children will self register and will go through into Italy classroom to start their Transition activities at 8.45. Year 2 will stay in India classroom and begin each day reading and move onto a daily activity when the register has been taken. Registers are sent to the office promptly at 8.55 am.

· Meeting with the teacher

Every now and again you may have concerns that you feel we should know about. If these can be dealt with quickly then please feel free to tell us about them when you bring your child to school. If the concern requires time for discussion we would be grateful if you would come and see us at the end of the school day. We also hold two parent meetings during the year in October and February.
· Absences/Holidays
Please remember to inform the school if your child is absent from school by ringing the office.

If you must take your child out of school in term time please see Mrs Critchlow.

· Developing Independence.

In India Class the children will continue to develop their independent skills. They should become responsible for putting letters in their bags, handing them to you (but please still check the bag every evening). 
Children must put any letters from home in the blue and green trays and put their snacks in their drawer.
Children are given a class job every two weeks which may be taking registers, doing the weather chart, collecting fruit and milk or tidying books or the cloakroom.
· Food

Fruit is provided for snack at morning playtime. If your child prefers you may send in a healthy snack or plain biscuit. Please, no chocolate snacks or anything with nuts.
Drinking water is very important to health so please make sure your child has their own named water bottle in class. This needs to be taken home at weekends to be washed thoroughly.
· Reading
‘Practise makes perfect’ – it is so important that the children read with you at least four times a week. This makes such a difference to their progress and to their enjoyment. Listen to them read out-loud and then talk about the book e.g. they could retell the story in their own words or you could ask them some questions to check they have understood the story. Year 2 may change their book in the morning if the reading record has been signed. Year 1 will have their book changed on a Monday and Thursday. 
· Phonics
We will follow the Read, Write Inc scheme for teaching phonics with elements of Letters and Sounds. In Reception and Year One the children learn a range of phonemes (sounds) and their graphemes (written form) and in Year 2 they learn the alternative graphemes for the same phoneme and then they move onto Year 2 Basic Skills.
· Homework This will be reading every evening, some spelling work also done a bit each night and some maths work e.g. learning tables or number bonds or simple calculations. Homework should take about 10 to 15 minutes a night. For homework to be effective your child needs to work with your support to hear them read, to check their spelling accuracy and to play games and practise their time tables etc. 
· PE Kits and Uniforms
Please make sure that a PE kit (including a pair of trainers for games) is at school every day. PE days will be Monday and Wednesday. The children will need warmer PE clothes and outside sports shoes as we do try to get outside when possible. Please make sure everything is named. Children need to have a coat in school.
Many thanks for your support.    

Mrs Sutcliffe, Mrs Critchlow and Mrs Johnston
