

Dear Parents,

It’s hard to believe we only have a few weeks left of school.
Reading

As before, please hear your child read at least three times a week and comment in the reading records. There are several children who aren’t reading at home and this is essential as the Year 3 and 4 reading expectations are based on comprehension.  If no one is asking them challenging questions about their books then they aren’t getting enough practise.  
Phonics/Spellings/Basic skills
Please check their spelling tests and dictations and review any spellings they have not remembered. We are nearing the end of the Year 3 and 4 word list now but still have some spelling rules to learn.  They need to practise at least five times or more each week for them to be transferred to their long term memory.  It is statutory that the children learn their spellings as part of the curriculum.  
Learn-Its and Maths
Please ensure the children have their yellow learn it books in their book bags.  We will revisit the 2,3,4,5,8 and 10 times tables (Year 4 will also review 6,9,11 and 12) and number bonds to 10, 20 and 100.  There are still some children who don’t know their times tables with rapid recall.  This has a huge impact on their learning when solving multiplication and division problems.  Please make sure they practise them regularly at home and don’t forget to review the ones they have already learnt.
PE Kits and Uniforms

Please make sure that a PE kit is in school every day as sometimes the timetable can change. This half term PE will be rugby on Mondays with Cramlington Rockets and net and wall games on Thursdays with NUFC.  The children will need an outdoor PE kit and a water bottle.  The children have already had a taster Judo session this half term and really enjoyed it.
Topics / Learning Themes
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This half term the children will be learning about Settlements.  
 Children will head back in time to find out how the towns and cities of the UK first developed. They will learn about the needs and requirements early settlers had when choosing a place to build a home. They will look at place names around the UK to see how the Anglo-Saxons, Romans and Vikings all left their mark. Through use of digital and paper maps, children will investigate land use in different sized settlements and the ways in which settlements are linked together. At the end of the unit, children draw together all their learning about settlements to design their own new settlement! 

In French we will be learning about animals.  Literacy will be a narrative unit based on a short film clip called Ride of Passage.  We will be applying all of the skills taught this year and will be writing well thought out descriptions.  We will then move onto a non-fiction unit of work based around our current topics.  The learning walls will show what the children will be learning in Maths and English each week.  Our R.E. topic will be People Who Follow God.  
	
	Year 3
	Year 4

	Music
	Glockenspiels
	Lean on Me

	Maths
	Statistics,  Multiplication and Division, Fractions

	Position, Shape, Addition and Subtraction, Multiplication and Division word problems and Time

	Science
	Light
	Sound

	Computing
	Presentation Skills
	Using and Applying Skills


Thank you.

Nicola Foy and Heather Mortimer
